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1. Introduction

The current surge in great-power conflict and the growing prevalence of hybrid warfare
highlight the pressing need for an integrated, holistic geopolitical framework. Traditional,
compartmentalized approaches offered by specialized modern social sciences—such as political
science, economics, sociology, and area studies—have proven increasingly inadequate in
explaining and addressing today’s complex global challenges. A more effective paradigm must
transcend disciplinary boundaries and synthesize insights across the full spectrum of the
humanities and social sciences to enable informed strategic analysis and decision-making.

This course provides a systematic introduction to geopolitics, anchored in a unified
theoretical framework for understanding the multifaceted nature of geopolitical competition. We
analyze geopolitical rivalries through four fundamental dimensions: economic, technological,
discursive, and military. By rigorously combining theoretical insights with empirical case studies,
the curriculum cultivates a balanced and critical perspective on both historical and contemporary
geopolitical affairs, equipping students with the contextual knowledge necessary for advanced

graduate study or professional careers in global governance and strategic analysis.

Prerequisite knowledge: College-level familiarity with world history (e.g., Palmer, Colton, and
Kramer’s A History of the Modern World), economic growth and international trade (e.g.,

Mankiw’s Macroeconomics), and the philosophy of science (e.g., David Hume and Karl Popper)
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is expected. Additional background in history, philosophy, religion, economics, sociology,

political science, and contemporary affairs would be advantageous.

Evaluation: A 3,000-words (excluding footnotes and bibliography) essay on the geopolitical
position and strategies of Germany/Europe, or your home country. An in-class presentation of the
essay.

Language requirement: English.

2. Topics

Lecture 1: Basic Concepts and Theoretical Framework
e Power, domination, and sovereignty
e Four dimensions of geopolitical power, concept of geo-entity
e Power vs. productivity
Lecture 2: Understanding Economic Power |
e Conspicuous waste
e Exploitation, manipulation, and deceit
e Hedonistic gratification
e Productive activities
Lecture 3: Understanding Economic Power Il
e Long-run supremacy of productive power for great powers
e Great power economic rivalry in the 20" and 21% centuries
Lecture 4: Geo-Economic Strategies
e The power law of economic competition
e Great power geo-economic strategies: leading vs. following powers
e Free market and its discontents
Lecture 5: Basics in Philosophy and Sociology of Science
e The Duhem-Quine thesis
e The Kuhn thesis



Lecture 6: Technological Power and Technological Strategies
e The law of scientific progress and technological diffusion
e The Scientific Revolution and East Asia’s technological convergence
e Scientific and technological strategies
Lecture 7: Discursive Power
e The nature and power of discourse
e The priority of discursive paradigms
e The power law in discursive competition
Lecture 8: Discursive Apparatus
e Legacy media
e New media
e Government, corporates, religious organizations, and others
e The superiority of social sciences and humanities
Lecture 9: Discursive War for the Present and the Future
e Liberal democratism (US)
e Confucian socialism (China)
e European Federalism vs. ethno-nationalism (EU) and Eurasianism (Russia)
Lecture 10: Discursive War for the Past
e The question of historical legitimacy
e Origin and succession
e Villains, liberators, and victims of WWI|I
Lecture 11: Military Power and Military Strategies
e The principle of limited engagement and the limit of nuclear deterrence
e The ever-evolving nature of military power
e Shock and awe and asymmetric warfare
e The term structure of geopolitical powers
Lecture 12: Contemporary Geopolitical Landscape
e Industrial Revolution 3%: new energy, Al, and automation
e The rise of civilization states

e The 2Y%-pole world order: China, U.S., and Russia



Lecture 13-14: Applications (Student Presentations)

3. Literature
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Lecture 3-4: Economic Power
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Lecture 5: Economic Strategies
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Lecture 6: Basics in Philosophy and Sociology of Science
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Lecture 7: Technological Power and Technological Strategies
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Lecture 8-9: Discursive Power and Discursive Apparatus

*Zhang, Tong. 'A Realist Theory of Free Speech’, Unpublished Manuscript

*Abrams, A.B. 2023. Atrocity Fabrication and Its Consequences: How Fake News Shapes World

Order (Clarity Press: Atlanta).
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Mearsheimer, John J., and Stephen M. Walt. 2008. The Israel Lobby and US Foreign Policy
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Lecture 10: Discursive War for the Present and Future
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Lecture 11: Discursive War for the Past
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Losurdo, Domenico. 2015. War and Revolution: Rethinking the Twentieth Century (Verso Books:
London).

MacFarquhar, Roderick, and Michael Schoenhals. 2009. Mao's Last Revolution (Harvard
University Press: Cambridge, MA).
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Various primary sources.

Lecture 12: Military Power and Military Strategies
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Lecture 13-14: Applications (Student Presentations)



